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| WA 4 of the Sermon, Preached at your 
: RESY Wives Funerals ; diſpoſe of itas 
- you (hall think good, either to your Cloſet 
- orthe Preſs : My Judoment is tor the for- 
. mer, but my Aﬀe&:on will not ſuffer me to 
© oppole, if you rcfolve upon the latter : If 
:1t may beany allay of your ſorrow lor zour 
$ = great loſs, orof any ule to the Publick, 1 
} © ſhall notrepent of the Tranſcription of i”, 
© - ThisI may ſay with modeſty enough, That 
+ the Subje& is »ſefiul and proper to the occa- 
fion. Atthe Interment of my godly friend, 
A 9 who 
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] ba Have at length (ent you the Copy 
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' The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

who had fo long. waited on my Miniſtry 
with ſavorand profit; what could I infilt 
upon more ſcaſonably, for your comfort 
and mine own, then the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
that live and die in the Lord > Now the 
Bleſſing ef the Lord go along with this 
Diſcourſe, whatever becometh of it; and 
make up this great breach to.you, with the # 
more abundance of Spiritual Refreſhings.. | 
Which is.the nnfeigned delire of. 


. Gar, 
Tour true Friend: 
and Fellow Serwant' 


in the Lords Work, 


Tho. MAanTON.. 


Rev. 14. 13. 


And T heard a voice from heaven , ſaying unto me, 
write, Bleſſed are the dead, which dye in the Lord, 
from henceforth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
rp from their labours, and their works do follow 
fuer. 


He chief wiſdom of a man is to live 
well, anddye well, to live godly, and 
dye bleſſed; the ſame corruption of 
nature that makes us unwilling to live 
well, makes us unwilling to dye; To 
fox ſake onr corruptions , and go out of 

the world , are both Giſpleaſing to fleſh and blood ; 

therefore we need to be preſt often both to the one, 
and the other, for the one maketh way for the other. 
Upon this occaſion I know not a more ſeaſonable 

Argument; in Autumn, when we ſee one leaſe, or a 

few leaves fall , we conclude che reft will follow afccr- 

wards; every Funeral ſhould put us in minde that our 
death is not '& off,. Some of us have cauſe to expect 

the next tury : 01d mens m Scripture account are &s 

good as dead aew's Heb, 11.13. Thoſethat lived 


longeſt, dyed at laſt : Ezos lived gog5 , Kenan 910, 


Set " _ 


2 The bleſſed eſtate of them 

Seth 912, Adam 930, Fared 962, Methuſelah g6g 
yeers, but they alldyed. All muſt dye; the great 
care ſhould be to dye well; none can dye well , but 
thoſe that 4ye i» the Lord, for they are bleſſed, fo itis 
proclaimed from heaven. Every divine truth comes 
from heaven ; but ſome are more ſolemaly proclaim- 
ed from thence; as the mortality of man, and the 
bleſſedneſs of the dead , the mortality of man, 7ſ. 
40, 6, our aftetions are againſt the thought of 
th:t. 7 hebleſſedneſs of the dead, in this place, againſt 
which carnal reaſon oppaſecth Nature will ſo hardly 
bel.cve. thar the dead can be bleſled, that we need 4 
voice from heaven to confijmir, 

The context ſpeaks of many troubles to try the 
patience of the Saints; now the comfort propounded 
15 the bleſſed eſtate of the departed ; the worſt that 
wicked men can do to the Saints , is but to h:Ip them 
the ſooner to heaven. 

In the words obſerve a Preface , anda PotFrine; 
The preface ſhews it is a matter of weight: here is a 
voice from heaven, and a command to write for the 
more aſſurance, an open publication. 

2 Inthe Doctrine you have an aſſer:i9x,and an am. 
plification ;, in the aſſertion, the qualification, the dead 
which dye in the Lord; the privileage, are bleſſed. in 
the amp ification you miy obſerve, 1The ſeaſon [4w@ 
zpr: , from henceforth]. 

2 The confirmation - [ ſaith the fpirit ] the Holy 
Ghoſt maketh Afﬀedavit: | | | 

3 The parts of this bleſſedneſs, which are two; a 
releaſe, and a reward; a releaſe, [they reſt from their 
Iabours Ja reward tmplyed [their works follow them. 
Death to the godly is not onely an end of miſery, bur 
a beginning of glory and happineſs. Philo —_— 
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that aye in the Lord. 
could look upon ir as the end of miſery; but Chriſti- 
ans look upon it as a beginning of Glory and happineſs. 

Becauſe I ſhall not be able to diſcuſs the amplificati- 
oz, ler me open ſome of the Circumſtances. 

[aT pri, from henceforth]. Thoſe that dyedin the 
Lord in former ages were bleſſed ; but theſe rimes 
did require this ſingular comfort, becauſe of the dre2d- 
ful perſecution, and that from thoſe who carryed the 
name of Chriſtians : Now ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, nor 
onely thoſe that ſuffered by heathens are bleſſed , and 
counted the Lords Mityrs ; but thoſe that ſuffer al- 
ſo under Pſeudo-Chriſtians, Some indeed carry it in 
another ſenſe, as if it were ſaid , before Antichriſt can 
down, it will coſt the Chuichſucha workd of crouble, 
that from henceforth you will count the dead happy, 
as being taken from the evil to come, (2.57.1, Others 
tius[from henceforth? that is, after ſalvation offered 
to the Gentiles in the Goſpel, the dead ſhall be knowa 
to be happy ; as the Apoſtle ſaith, that 2 Tim. 2. Io. 
Life and immortality s brought to light in the Goſpel, 
Others apply this [from henceforth? to the time of 
their death, as if the Saints were here aflerted to be 
immediately happy upon their diffolut.on. But I 
think the fi-ſt Expoſition moſt ſimple and genuine. | 

[ Reſt fromtherr labours) troubles, ſervices, the /4- 
bours of their callings, the troubles of their condition. 
The godly are taken away from evil, andthe wicked . 
are taken away to evil. From glorifying and ſer- 
ving God they never reſt, but from wear neſs in (cr- 
ving God, from weakneſs, fin, and diſtraction. 

[7 heir works follow them). As itis ſaid of wicked 
men, their iniquity 207 ey them out; . We carry no- 
thing out of the world with us but the Conſcience 


and comfort of what we have done for God ; their 
A B 2 wealth 


| The bleſſed eſtate-of them 
wealth dothnot follow them into the other world, but 
their works Co. 5x 

Doct, The point which I ſhall proſecute is the aſ- 
ſertion of the Text; That they that dyein the Lord 
are in « bleſſed condition. 1 ſhall inquire, 

x Whatit & to dye in the Lord 2 2 Shew you how 
they are Sieffed, 3 Whence it is that they who dye. 
in the Lord, are ſure to;be in a bleſſed condition, 

1 What zr # todye in the Lord [ ey xupi] may be 
rendred for the Lord, or inthe Lord, as Epheſ, 4.1. 
Paul a priſoner inthe Lord, we rencer it of the Lord 
or fer the Lords ſake. 1 Theſſ.4.16, We render, the 
dead in Chriſt (hall rife firſt , and ver. 14. thoſe that 
fleep in Feſws, Whichis to be preferred ? TI nſxer, 
neither is to be excluded, whether a godly man fall 
as 4 peace-offering or as « burnt-offering bi is ſtill in a 
happy condition. 

[To dyein the Lord] may relate either to the 
cauſe for which; or to the ſtare wherein, ot to the 
manner how we dye. 

1 Thecauſe for which wedye. So the Martyrs 
dye in the Lord or for the Lords fake ; and are bleſſed 
of Ged, though. it may be carfed of men. The Text 
relates tothe time of Aztichriſtian perſecution, when 
uſually they dyed excomminicate or «ccnrſed by the - 
Roman. Synagogue. God hath a ſpecial regard to 

his Champions that love not their lives tothe death. 

2 7he ftate, wherein we dye ; fo to dye in the Lord 
is to dye in the favour of God; in a-ſtate of peace 

with him as members of Chrifts myſtical body ; they 
dye in the boſom of Chriſt; ſleep iv Feſus. 1 Cor. 
15.18. are reconciled to God in and through him. 
There arc two notable expreſſions which I ſhallcom- 
mend to you upon this occaſion z One is inthe 2 Per. 
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that aye in the Lord. | 
3.14. That we may be found of himin peate; Todye 
before the ns — Ar C bo ns and God, 
that is fad. When a Town is ſurprized by force, they 
that are taken with their weapons in their hands, dye. 
without mercy but bleſſed are they that dye in peace. 
The other is in the 2 Cor,5.3. that I may not be found 
vaked, To be ſummoned tocome beiore God,. and 
to havenothing to cover our nakednefs, that is ſad , 
it ſhould be our care to be wrapt in Chills righteoufe 
eſs z that is the beſt ſhroud for a dying Chriſtian. 

3 As tothe manner ; th:y are ſaid to dyein the 
Lord, who dye in agracious manner z it much con- 
cerneth us and the glory of God that we dye well; a 
Chriſtian is not onely to /ive ro the glory of God, bur 
to dye to the glory ofGod, for living and dyizg we are 
the Lords, Rom. 14.7,8, As tothe manner [7:98 dye in 
the Lord] (ignityeth, 1 Onr perſeverance in com- 
wnnion with him, to con:inue our bleſſed felloiyſhip 


- with Chriſt ro the death and in the death. Into the 


Vineyard, Mat. 20, Some were called ſooner, ſome 
latcr , but all continued to the end. 

El;ſha would not leave his maſter till he was taken 
fromhim tato heaven. So till all be finiſhed, we 
ſhould follow our work cloſe. Let s take beed(faith the 
Apoſtle) leſt we ſeem to come ſhort (Heb. 4.1. A$we 
ſhould not come ſhort, we ſhould not ſeem to come 
ſhort,  Ezoch lived a long white, but all that while he 
walked with God, 365 yeers, a long age, but (p:ntim 
communion with God ! Ger.5.22. 2 Itimplies the 
ſolemn aings of grace at death , the Scrip:ure takes 
notice of the laſt words of Saints. 2 Sam. 23.1, the 
laſt wo:ds of David. Death isa fpectal ſeaſon wherein 
to make uſe ofGrace; of f aith,lowe,Jeal,and obedience. 
1 Faith. Heb,11.13. All theſe dyedin Fatth ;, it'is 

| not 


6 The bleſſed eſtate of them 
not enough to live by Faith, but we muſt alſo dye by 
Faith, This is a Grace always of uſe on this fide the 
Grave, in the other world there is no need of it, 
when we come to injoyment, Faith ceaſeth ; at death 
it doth us the /aſt office ; weſee what it is then to 
put the ſoulinto Gods keeping. - » Tim, 1.12. Luke 
23.46. A&f.,7.59. Thendo we dye in faith, when we 
can ref1:nour ſouls to God, and ſend our bodies ro the 
Grave in hope. While we are alive, we finde it harder 
to depend upon God for daily bread , then for cternal 
life, for herein faith is put upon a preſeat cryal ; but 
when we come to dye, the ſtrength of our confidence 
is tryed about the bleſſed recompences. This then 
is todyeinthe Lord , when we can look b:yond the 
grave, and within the veil, into the glory of the wo:ld 
ro come. 

2 Love: In our readineſs and willingneſs to be 
with Chriſt, Phil.1.23. 1geſire to be diſſolved and be 
with Chriſt. The Spirit and the Bride ſay come; now 
God takes you at your word, and you draw back, Let 
him be afraid to dye, that would not go to Chriſt. 

3 Zeal for Gods glory; 1t is the laſt time you can 
do any thing for God in the world , put in a word for 
hims commend him to thoſe about you; as Facob 
doth the Mediator, or the Angel of the Covenant, of 
whom he had ſuch experience in the courie of his 
pilgrimage, Gez. 48.16, and Foſhwa23. Foſh.14.1 am 
going the way of all the earth, and you know is all your 
hearts, and all your ſouls, not one thing hath failed of 
all the good things, which the Lord your God hath Je 
ken , all iscome.topaſs,, not one thing hath failed 
thereof, Words of dying men are of moſt efficacy 
and authority, as being ſpoken out of all their former 
expericnce, with moſt ſimplicity, without ſelt-ſeeking; 


or 
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that dye in the Lord, 


Or finiſter ends, with moſt ſeriouſneſs ; for men en- 
tring upon the confines of Erernicy , are witer and 
more ſerious; it is no time to dally and diſlemble at 
the laſt gaſp; ſpeeches of living men are ſuſpeFed of 
partiality to their preſent intercſts; or negleed as 
having no weight in them; bur the ſpeeches of dying 
men are ſolemnly obſerved ; rthecefore Foſephs bre- 
thren toingage him the more , urge him with his fa- 
thers dying charge, Gen.50.16. Thy father , when he 
dyed, ſaid &c, Men, as they are returning Tess 7» 
Tegyorov Lao to the original Divinity, 2s Plotinus 
ſpeaks, are ſuppoſed to be more divine, and therefore 
their dying words are much regarded. Pur in then a 
word for God; an Amen to the Promiſes. Carnal 
men cannot honor the.r Principles-when they dye ; 
the world fails them, when there is moſt necd, Fob 27 
8. what hope hath a hypocrite, when God comes totake 
away hs ſoul 2 When they are going out of the 
world , then they falla complaining , how the world 
hath deccived them z buta Chriſtian when he dyes, 
he may honor his Principles; commend the Promi- 
ſes z give an account of ithetaithfulneſs of the Medi- 
ator; an1 plead for God ar the laſt gaſp. 

4 Obrdience. A Chriſtian 1s not to dye like a 
beaſt, to be meerly paſſive, his ſoul is not taken away, 
bart 92e/ded up; there is a reſignation and conſent on. 
his part. A carnal man ſuffers death, but a Chriſti- 
an grves up the Ghoſt. The Scripture uſcth this di-- 
ſtinnels of ſpeech concerning them , as-concerning 
the wicked, God takes away their ſouls, Luke 12. 19, 
70b 27.8. they would fain keep them longer , but 
the Lord puts the Bond in ſuit, and per-forcetheyare: 
dragged into his preſence ; but now death tothe god- 
ly, it 1s a ſweet diſmi{s10n, Luke-2,26,- Whep they = 


$ — - The bleſſed eftate of them : 
the will of God, they ho!d our no longer; their ſouls 
are not taken away, but yielded np to God; 

Thus you ſee Grace ſtands by us , when all things 
elſe fail z it makes us live w:th comfort,and dye with 
comfort. When wealth fails, Grace fails us not, 
So much of the firſt queſtion. - | 

2. How they arebleſſed. They are preſently bleſ- 
ſedupon the deparcure of the ſoul our of che body ; 
but more bleſſed at the general Re{urretion of the 
juſt. | 
. 1 Preſcntly the ſoul is where Chriſt is ; carryed 
by Angeis to Chriſt, and by Chriſt preſented to 
God, as the fruit of his purchaſe, Thar the ſoul is 
where Chriſt is, appears by that of y#z!. 1.2,3. I de- 
fire tobe diſſolved and be with Chrift , to be with him 
in glory ; otherwiſe it were 4 loſs, not a bappinefs tor 
St. Paul to be diſſolved ; it is a ſorry bleſledneſs tolye 
rotting in the Grave z, and onely to be eaſed of pre- 
ſent labours z for Gods people are wont to reckon 
much of their preſent ſervice and enjoyment of God, 
though it be accompanyed with troubl:s and afligi- 
ons, Paul was in a ſtraight, and he faith it was ['woa- 
Nw 9mm xpaoroy much more better to be with Chriſt] 
A ſtupid ſleep without the injoyment of God is not 
much more betrer then our preſent condition, but far 
worſe ; what happineſs were that to be in ſuch a con- 
dition, wherein we do nothing for God, injoy nothing 
from God Surely Pau! would never be in ſuch 4 
ſtraight, it this dronſie Dottrine were true, that the 
ſoul lyes in ſuch an unaRtive tate of ſleep and reft till 
the Reſurrection. This is to be no more bleſſed then 
ſtones, and inanimate creatures, that feel nothing. A- 
gain Euke 23.43. Thi day ſhalt thou be with me in 
Paradiſe ,, ſaith Chiiſt to the good thief, Some to 
evade 


that aye in the Lord. 9 
evade that place, refer [onpepor] to [Ae30)] as If it 
were, I ſay tothem this day ; but the pointing in the 
Greek Copies contradidts it, as alo the ſenſe of the 
place, [ oyweeyr, this day ] anſwers to the Thieves 
[when thou ſhalt come into thy kingdom]. Chr.ſt 
promiſeth more then he asks (as God doth uſually a- 
bundantly for us above what we can ask or think); He 
hath refcrence to Chriſts words to the High-Prieſt ; 
the Son of man ſhall come in his glory; now ſaith 
Chriſt,I will not defer thy deſire ſo long, for preſent- 
ly ſhall heavenly joys attend thy ſoul. Others ſeck 
to evade it by the word [Paradiſe] itis a Perſicke 
word, but uſed by the Hebrews for Gardens and Or- 
chards, and by alluſion tor heavenly joys , and poſh- 
= the alluſion might be taken not from chedelights 
of an ordinary Garden; but from Edey, or that Gar- 
den in which Adam was placed in innocency. That 
by Paradiſe is meant heaven, andnot thoſe ſecrets 
animarum receptacula & beate ſedes, (ome ſecret 
paces for the repoſe of ſouls departed, wh:ch ſome of 
the Fathers fancyed, appeared by Pauls exprefſion in 
the 2 Cor.12.4.ſpeaking of his rapture, [was (ſaith he) 
caught #p into the third heaven , which he preſently 
calls Paradiſe, Well then, out of the whole we may 
conclude, that the fouls immediately upon their de- 
parture out of their. bodies are with Chriſt. Again 
itis ſaid Luke 16.22, The beggar dyed and was car- 
ryed into Abrahams boſom, preiently, in the twinckling 
of an eye,or turning of a thought. Thus it is with the 
Saints, whichiis a great comfort ; when we come to 
dye, ina moment Angels will bring. you to Chriſt 3 
Aponies of death are terrible, but there are joys juſt 
ready ; and as ſoon as you ate looſed from the priſon 
of your body, you cater into your eternal reſt, => 
C | 
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ſoul iyeth hence to Chriſt. Once more; as the wics 
ked are in their final eſtate as ſoon as they dye, and 
therefore they are called { the Spirits now in priſon] 
x Pet 3.19. fodo the godly injoy theirglorifyed e- 
ſtate as ſoon as they dye , [the ſpirits of Juſt men are 
made perfets) Heb.12.24. How can their ſpirits be 
ſaid to be perfe&t, tf they lye onely in a du# ſleep 
without any [ig ht, life, joy, delzght, or at of love to 
God? 

. 2 They are compleatly bleft at the ReſurreRion z 
what their bleſledneſs ſhall be then, we cannot now 
know to the full ; we thall underſtand it beſt , when 
the great voice calls ws to come up and ſee, Onely be- 
cauſe our ear hath received a little thereof, let me en- 
deyor to lay it before you. In bleſſedneſs there muſt be 

i Aremoval of all evils, 2 A coacervation, and 
compleat preſence of all goods. 

1 A removal of evil; as long as theleaſt evil co 
tinves, 2 man is not bleſſed, onely /eſs miſerable. Ha- 
wan had all things that a carnal hearc could wiſh for ; 
be guided rhe affairs of 127 Provinces; onely he 
wanted Mordecals knee, therefore he faith, al ths 4- 
wvatls menothing. Ahab had the kingdom of 1ſrael, 
and yer falls ſick for want of Naboth's Vineyard. In 
engines of war, if one peg be miſſing, orourt of order, 
all ſtops. In the. body of man, if one hamour be our 
of order,.'or joynt broken , it is enongh to make us 
i ar eaſe, though all the reft be ſound and whole : ſo if 
if there berthe 7euſi ev3l, a man cannor be a conplear 

py man. . Well then; from this blefſed eftate of 

the dead in the Lord, All evil isremoved. Nowevil 
s' twofold,” eitherof Si or Puxiſhment : In heaven 
_ there is neither. _ — =} 
..--3 Tobeginwith Sj», thatis the worſt evil; affli- 

422, ct.on 
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that dye in the Lord. .- 


Qionis evi], but iis not evil in it ſelf, but onely 2» our 
ſenſe and feeling; but ſin is evil whether we feel it, or 
no ; itis worſt when we feel it not, 2 That is evi 
which ſeparates from the chiefeſt good, Aﬀidction doth 
not ſeparate from God, it is a means and occaſion to 


- make us draw neer to him ; many had never been ac- 


quainted with God , but tor their afflitions ;* buc fin 
ſeparates from God, Tſa. 59.2, Your iniquities have 
ſeparated, e&F#c. Let aman be never ſo loathſom, yer if 
he be ia a ſtate of grace, he is dear to God; the Lord 
cakes pleaſure in him; though he ſhould be rough- 
caſt with Ulcers and ſores ina priſon, yet God will 
kiſs him with the kiſſes of his mouth; there is no- 
thing loathſome and odious ro God but fin. This 
grieves the Saints moſt, Rom. 7. 23. Oh wretched man 
that I am, &c, if any man had cauſe to complain of 
affl. tions, Pas! had, in perils often , in perils by 
Land, in perils by Sea , in perils by enemies, in 
perils by falſe brethren, whipped , impriſened, ſto- 
zed; but hedoth not cry out , when ſhall T be deli- 
wvered from theſe af flitions , but this body of death ; 
Luft troubled him more then ſcourges; and his capte- 
wvity to the Law 4 fin, more then chains and wie 
This is the diſpoſition of the Saints, they are weary of 
the world, becauſe they are inning here, whilſt others 
are glorifying God , not onely that they are ſuffering 
here, whilſt others arc i-joy;nug God, A beaſt will for- 
ſake the place where he hath neither meat nor reſt , 
Carna] men, when they are beaten out of the word, 
have a fancy to heaven as a place of rerreat : but that 
which troubles godly mea is their fin, well now, in 
Heaven there is no ſin; there 1s neither ſpot nor 
wrinckle upon the face of glorifyed Saints, Eph.5.27 
They were once as black as you ; but now Chriſt 
| C 2 preſents 


12 - The bleſſed eftate of them 
Preſents them to God, as a proof of the cleanſing ver- 
tue of his blood; there they are freed from all fin; 
here with much adoe we mortifie our luſt, and yet 
nature will be ever recoyling ; as the Ivy #n the wall, 
cut it never ſo much, it will be breaking out again * it 
is much here if the Dominion of finbe taken away z 
there the being of it is aboliſhed; the glorifyed Saints 
diſpleaſe God no more, and are freed from all the im- 
mediate and inſeparable conſequences of original ſin ;, 
from d:ſtrattions in duty ; herelove is not perfe&t,and 
therefore the ſou] cannot be fixed in the contemplati- 
on of Cod, and that is the reaſon of wandring 
thoughts ; but there the heart cleaves to him with- 
out ſtragling ; from pride , which laſts as long as life, 
and therefore called pride of life, 1 Joh. 2.16. we can- 
not have a revelation now, but we grow proud of it, 
nor an #nfluence of grace, but it lifts us up, 2 Cor.12:.2 
there is a worm in Manna; but there, when we are 
moſt high, we are moſt hum' le, Chriſtians, is not this 
4 bleſſed hope, that tells you of a finleſs ſtate, of being 
like Chriſt for purity and holineſs? 1 Joh. 3.2. We ſhall 
ſee him as he #, for we ſhall be like unto him: Whats 
it that you have ſtruggled with and groaned under all 
your lives, but fin * Now that is blotted our, when the 
days of refreſhing come. * And as there is »o ſin ; fo 
there are »o temptations; In Paradiſe there was a temp- 
ter, but not in heaven ; Satan was long fince caſt out 
thence; and the Saints fill up the vacant rooms of the 
Apoſtate-Angels : the world is a place of ſnares, a 
valley of temptations; it is the devils 63rcuit where 
did he walk to and fro but in the earth ? But into hea- 
ven nothing enters that defiles.. Rev.21.27. No Ser- 
pent can creep in there. Chriſtians, lifg up your heads, 
you will get rid of fin and diſpleaſe God no more ; 
here 
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here we cry , Lord deliver ms from erils and there 

our cries are heard at the full; Grace weakneth fin; 

but Glory aboliſheth it ; and old Adam is left in the 
Grave never toriſe more. | 

2 . The nextevil is the evil of affliction ; whate- 


. ver ispainful and burthenſom to nature, is a fruit ofthe 


fall; a brand and mark of our Rebellion againſt God, 
therefore afflif#ion muſt be done away as well as ſin it 
we be compleatly happy. As in hell there is a ev/l, 
an onely evil; acup of wrath unmixed , without the 
leaſt temperament of mercy ; ſo in heaven there is 
bippineſs and onely happineſs; ſorrow is done away as 
well as ſin. ir is ſatd, he will wipe all tears from their 
eys. Theafflictions of the ſoul are gone; there are 
no more doubtings of Gods love, nor ſenſe of his diſ- 
pleaſure : here though we are pardoned, and the wewnd 
be cured, yet the ſcarrs remain. As Abſolom could 
not ſee the Kings t:ce, when he was reſtored; in wiſe 
diſpenſation God ſometimes hides his face from us; 
we nced to bedyeted and to taſte the vinegar and the 
gall ſometimes, as well as the honey and ſweetneſs. The 
world 1s a »iadle place ſtanding between heaven and 
hell, and therefore hath ſomething of both ; a mix«- 
ture of pleaſures and ſorrows , both good andevil are 
to be rece.vea from the hand of God: but there 
there is fulneſs of joy for evermore: Pſal, 16. 11, here 
we complain that the candle of the Lord doth not ſhine 
over us with a like brightneſs, but chere our Sun re- 
mains in an eternal high-noon ; without clowds and 
the ſhadows of this night. The afflitions of the bo- 
dy are done away ; heaven is a happy ayr. where none 
are ſick; there is no ſuch thing there as Gowrs and A- 
gues, and the grinding pains of the ſtove - The body 
here is called 4 vile body, Phil. 3.21. asit is the inſtrs- 
mens 
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went of fin and the ſ#bjet? of diſeaſes, we have the 
7008 of diſeaſes in the ſoul, and the matter and fewel 
of diſeaſes in the body, peccant humors and 
principles of corruption; as wood is eaten out with 
worms thar breed within it ſelf, ſo are there in our bo- 
dies principles of corruption that do at length deſtroy 

them ; bur there we are wholly incorruptible. Yea, 

becauſe deformity in the body isa monument of Gods 

diſpleaſure, one of the inconveniences introduced by 
Adams fall, it is done away ; the bodies riſe in due. 
proportion; whatever was monſtrous or miſhapen in 
the firſt edition, is corrected in the ſecond. And for 
violence withont, heaven is a quiet place z when there 
aretumfiles in the world, God is introJuced, Pſal.2. 

« ſitting in the heavens; aquet poſture. There is 
nothing to diſcompoſe thoſe bleſſed ſpirits g the com- 
pany of wicked men is a burthen, Lots righteous ſoul 
was vexed with it,2 Pet.2.7.but there they are bound 
hand and foot and caft into utter darkneſs ; as when 
men will nor be ruled, they are ſent to priſon : here the 
childzen of God are ſubject to a number of infirmities 
hunger, thirſt, nakedneſs, cold, want ; butthere we 
have a rich inheritance as well as a glorious, Epb. 18, 
the Ciſtinions of poor and r4ch, as underſtood in the 
world, do not outlive time , we have enough of rue 
riches, which is eternal glory , and the full fruition of 
God : Laboxr ceaſeth, though there be a continual ex- 
erciſe of gracez all thingsreſt when they come to 
their proper place; ſo do thoſe which dye in the Lord; 
we ſtill ierve God, but without wearineſs : yea, weare 
freed from the neceſſities of nature, eating, drinking, 
and ſleeping, to which the greateſt Potentates are ſub- 
je&t; though they are exempred from hard bodily Ia- 


bour, they are not exempred from the neceſſities of n4- 
| ture 5 
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gre; meat is for the belly, and the belly for meats bur 
God ſhall deſtroy both it and them, 1 Cor. 6.12, The 
uſe of meats, and of the ſtomach, and of the belly is 
aboliſhed ; it is a piece of our miſery , that our lite is 
patcht up of ſo many creatures, as a'torn Garment is 
pieced and patcht up with ſupplics from abroad ; here 
the [beep or the ſilk-worm afford us cloathing, the 
beaſts of the earth and fiſh of the Sea ſerve for food, 
and all to ſupport a ruinows fabrick, ever ready to drop 
about our eares; but then we are above weat and 
drink and apparel, nakedneſs will be no ſhame, for g's- 
7y will ſerve inſtead of 4 robe; an4it will be meat and 
drink enough to do owr fathers will ; the body will 
not be a clog to the ſoul, bura help, that maſs of fleſh 
we carry about us is bur the priſoz of the ſou! , where 
it looks out by the windows of th: ſeaſes; but then ir 
is no longer the priſon of the ſoul, but the Temple; In 
ſhort, all that I have ſaid upon chis branch is compriſed 
in Rev.21.4. 4nd God will wipe away all tears from 
their eys ; and there is uo more death, nor ſorrow, nor 
crying ; neither fhall there be any more pain,for former 
things are paſſed away , there is quiteanother-change, 
new .diſfenſations 53 no diffradtron of bufineſs; our 
whole imployment will be to think of God , and ſtu- 
dy God, but without wearinets ,. fatictie or diſtra&i- 
_ (2 >? IV 
2 In bleſſedneſs there isa confluence yf all good 
neceſſiry to the happineſs of the creature; our bleſ- 
ſeeneſs is full for parts, full for thedegrees, and warner 
ofinjoyment -; and all chis contigues for ever without 
fexrof loſing it; our!Crown of 1Gtoty ia: Gariand 
that will never wither ; it'is an ererzs/ 7 of a:tual 
delights; we are bleſſedin onr bode: .. bleffcd vi our 
fouls,bleffed in on company : man is Luay mouexor a 
bs fociable 
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ſociable creature, and therefore to his compleat hap- 
pineſs it is neceſſary that he ſhould not be onely bleſt 
in his perſon, but in his company and relations ; weare 
brought into the preſence of God, who is bleſſedneſs 
it ſelt, and to the figh: and bleſſed fellowſhip of his 
bleſſed fon, and into the company of bleſſed Angels 
and Saints, 
1 Let'me ſpeak of the happineſs of h# perſoz ; and 
then both of his body and ſoul. | 
1 For his body , it is now a Temple of the Holy- 

Ghoſt, he cannot leave his manſion , and ancient 
dwelling-place, and thcrefore he raiſeth it up and for- 
meth ir again into a compleat faſhion, like Chriſt's g9- 
ri0us body, Phil. 3.21. for clarity, agility, ſtrength, 
zncorruption. Solomens Temple, when it was deſtroy- 
ed, the latter honſe was nothing ſo glorious as the for- 
mer; men wept when they ſawit, EJ7 2. butir ts not 
ſo here; it is raiſed quite another body ; for the pre- 
ſent there is to be ſcena beantiful fabrick wherein 
God hath ſhown his workmanſhip, every member, if 
x werenot ſo common, would be a miracle; all is or- 
dered for the ſervice and comelineſs of the whole, but 
now it is a vile body, ſubject to diſcalcs, fed with mear, 
humbled with wants , many times mangled with vio- 
lence, diſſolved by death, and crumbled to duſt in the 
grave, like a dry clod of earth, this is the body we 
carry about us : a maſsof fleſh dreſt- up to be a diſh 
for the worms but this vile body ſhall riſe in another 
manner, like Chriſt's glorious body : when the Sun ap- 
pears, the ſtars vaniſh, their luſtre is eclipſed and dark- 
ned; but the-Sun of Righteouſneſs when he appears 
at the laſt day, doth not obſcure, but perfetF our glory. 
More particularly. If you inquire, wherein our bodies 
hall be like Chriſts glorious body,theApoſtle will tell 
us 
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us that'in another place, 1 Cor. 15. 40,41,42,43,44* 
Let me ſingle out three expreſſions; it's raiſed in ##* 
corraption ; itis raiſed in glory, it is raiſed 4 ſpiritual 
body. 1 Itis an #ncorruptible body , now it yields to 

-the decays of nature, and is exerciſed with pains and 
aches , till at length it droppeth down like ripe fruit 
into the Grave, but hereafrer it ſhall be cloathed with 
emmortalitywholly impaſhible;zwhat a comforr is thisto 
thoſe, that are racked with the Stone or Gour, broken 
with Diſeaſes or withered with age, to think that they 
ſhall have a body withour aches 8 without decays,that 
ſhall always be in che ſpring of youth ; the Trees of 
Paradiſe are always green. £2 It ſhall be 4 gloriows 
body ; here it is many times deformed ; art leaſt beau. 
ty like a flower is loſt, in ſickneſs; daver'd or withered 
withage, defaced by ſeveral accidents; but then we 
ſhall be glorious like to Chriſts body + the naked bo- 
ay of man was ſo beautiful in innocency, that the beaſts 
of the field admired it, and thereupon did homage to 
Adam; but we ſhall not be conformed to the firſt 4- 

dam, but the ſecond; Chriſt in the Mount , when he 

was transfigured they could not indure the ſhining of 
hi garments, it aſtonithed the Diſciples, Mar. 17, His 

Garments could not vail , nor their eys indure thoſe 

ſtrong emiſſions of the beams of glory; Panl could 

not indure the light that ſhined to him, when Chriſt 
appeared to him from heaven, Az.9. but was utterly 
confounded and ſtruck blinde; by this you may gueſs 
alittle at the glory of the body , when its likened to 
 Chriſts glorious body: Moſes by converſing with God 
forty days, the complexion of his face was altcred ſo, 

- thar they were glad to pur a vailuponirt- In thislow 

eſtate in which we are, we muſt make uſe of theſe 

hints. 3 4 ſpiritnalbodygither for agility s we ſhall 
7 D not 


'1$ The bleſſed eſtate of them 
notbe clogged as now ; we ſhall be cane ht up is the 
alr to meet the Lord; or rather a ' 19-—oup body , becauſe 
more diſpoſed for ſpiritual uſes, for the 2»joywents and 
the imployments of Grace: Here it is a natural body, 
an unready inſtrument for the ſoul; weare not ina 
capacity to bear the new wine of glory ; but there we 
are made more capacious, and ftronger veſſels to con- 
tain all that God will give out. The Diſciples fainted 
ar Chriſts transfiguration, Mat, 17. 6. we cannot re- 
ceive {uchlarge diffuſions and overflowings of glory 
as we ſhall then hwwe ; every ſtrong affection and 1ai- 
ſed thought dothoverſer us and cauſe exrtafie and ra- 
viſhment ; but there ic is otherwiſe; God maketh 
out himſelt tous in a greater latitude,and we are more 
able to bear ir. | 
2 For the bleſſedneſs of the ſoul, which is the hea- 
venof heaven, our hzppinels is called the inheritance 
of the Saints in light, Col.1.12. for which we muſt 
be prepared : it is not for them that know no other 
heaven, but to eat, drink, and ſleep, and wallow in fil- 
thy and groſs pleaſures : It is an inheritance in light ; 
and for Saints that know how to value inte}letual and 
ſpirituz] delights. Wherein , you will ſay, lyes che 
happineſs of the ſoul ! in knowledge or love « Az. 
Divines are divided; certainly in both ; our happi- 
neſs conſiſts in the love of God, and knowledge of God 
from whence reſults union with Godand fruition of 
God; it is hard'to ſay which is to be preferred , to 
know God, or love God; in one place the Scripture 
tells us this i life eternal to know the onely true God, 
. Joh.17. ſo that ir ſeems to be the heaven of heaven, 
' to have the. underſtanding ſatisfyed with the know- 
ledge of God,”?ſal.17.15. When I awake I ſhall be ſa- 
 tufged with thine image and likeneſs : On the ne 
de 
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fide, 1 Foh.4.16. he that dwells in love dwells in God, 
and God in hin; the imbrace of the foul is by love, 
, the poſſeſſion or God is. by acts of love : one ſaich 
(it may be nor modeſtly cnough) [:bentizes ſine aſpe- 
an & tediligerem, quam te videndo non amarem. 51, - 
That he had rather not ſee God then not love him : 9e 
here in the worid the harred of God is worle then igno- ** 
rance of him, and therefore it ſhould ſeem , love 
ſhould have the pre-eminences but we need not make 
a faction between the Graces ; by knowing we come 
to /ove, and by lowing we come to know ; as light is, 
ſois love and fois injoyment ; here we love little be- 
cauſe we knouy little,if thou knoweſt the gift, 8&c,Foh, 
4.10, and the more we love; the more we know: this 
is 4 fire that caſts light, But to ſpeak more diſtin&ly, 

1 There is the perfetiion of knowledge , all the ta- 
culties muſt be ſatisfyed, before we can be happy; e- 
ſpecially ſo noble a faculty as the minde is ; there is a 
natural inclination to knowledge ; the ſoul rakes a 
oreat deal of contentmeat in the contemplation of a- 
ny truth; the knowledge of wiſdom to thy ſoul (faith 
Solomon) ſhall be as the hony-comb when thou haſt found 
it. Prov.34 13,14. right and cleer thoughts of God 
breed 4 rejoycing, Plal. 19.10. Well then, this is no 
ſmall part of our happineſs to have more light and 
knowledge of God and of his ways ; we ſhall know 
many myſteries of ſalvaiton , that we are now 1gno- 
rant of ; as, the nature of God, Plal.17.15.. 1 ſhall be 
ſatisfyed with thy image and likeneſs ; the union of the 
7wo natures inthe perſon of Chriſt, F0h.17.24. they 
ſhall behold my glory; our union with Chriſt and by 
Chriſt ' with God, Foh.14.20. In that day they [hall 
know that I amiin the Father, &c. the courſe of Gods 


Degrees and Providences for our good, 1 Cor. 1312s 
D 2 We. 
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We ſhall know 4s we are knows : that is, we ſhall be a- 
ble to ſee how the unchangeable counſels of God for 
Our ſalvation have been carryed on through all the 
Paſſages of the preſent life, to: bring usſafe to the 
heavenly ſtate. Theſe are the deeps of God, and 
now there is darkneſs apon the face of theſe deeps 3 
the Church is but 4 Grammer-School, heaven is the 
Univerſitie ; we (hall have other eys, and other l;7hz 1 
propheſie-is but in part now, our intuition ſhall be then 
immediate, Joh 1.3.2. We ſhall ſee him as he 5, now 
we ſee him not as heis., bur ashe is pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf ; now we ſee what he & not , not corruptible, 
not mortal , not changeable , rather then what he is. 
Now we ſee him as he & ins and as heis in other 
creatures; we track himby the effects of his power 
and wiſdom and goodneſs; but then we ſhall ſee him 
:$ he is in himſelf, we ſhall ſee him face toface, 1Cor. 
13-12, Tathecreatures there is veſ{zgium, the track 
and foot-piint of God, in the Law there is #mbra, 4 
ſhadow , in the Goſpel imago, au image, a fair draught 
of God 3s ina picture; butin heaven face zo face z 
we have excellent books to ſtudy, the large manifeſtati- 
ons of his Glory, the Majeſty of Chriſts perſon ; we 
ſhall always fit about the Throne, and behold God in 
the face of the Lamb; there God makes out hims- 
ſelf nthe higheſt manifeſtacion that we are capable of. 
2 Compleat love; there.isa conſtant cleaving of 
hea:t to God without change and wearizeſs.; alove 
that never ceaſeth working, and yet God in commu+ 
nion is ever newand freſhto us; if | we delight in any - 
thing here, we foon grow weary and'have a change of 
objects; here are diſtraRtions and ſtartings aſide to 
the creature ; but there is an &ermal ſolace and\com- 
placericy 'in- God ; a cominnaal Sabborh that never 
nt _ grows 
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grows burthenſom ; all the heart and bowels run out 
after Chriſt, we never want the actual breathings of 
the ſpirit. The Spirit came upon Sampſon at times , {a 
ir doth upon us here, motions are fleeting and vaniſh- 
ing ; but there Chriſt is a more Lovely obje&; and 
the delights of the ſoul are carryed out to him without 
any ſatiety 5 they are outward things thit cloy the 
appetite z as ſoon- as we have them we deſpiſe: 
them; wefip, as the Beedothof the flower, and 
then gocth to a new flower ; but there isan eter- 
nal complacency in Chriſt, here we are 7roubled when 
we went outward comforts, and c/oyed when we hawe 
them , becauſe curioſity is, ſoon (atisfyed, and fruition: 
diſcovers the imperte&tions of the creature; ſo that 
the more 1njoyd they are, the leſs beloved ; as Ammon 
hated Tamar, &c, Impetitetions- that before lay hid, 
are then laid open to-view, and .{o ovr affettions are 
confuted by experince.; but there the ore we injoy 
God, the inore his infinite perfeions are manifeſted, 
and the pleaſureis augmented by injoyment. 

3 Compleat union with God and fruition of God. 
See.z Cor.5.6. Phil,a. 93. Herewe areunited by 
Faith; but that is nothing to fght arid immediate twi- 
203; we lay hold upon Chriſt, but have noe ſuch an 
abſolute poſſeſſion of bim;; he is ahead thargives out 
himſelf not by neceſsity.,, but chojee: amd: pleaſures 
therefore our.communion'with himis norfohigh and; 
feet as thin: The ;jjron that lyeth:long | in; 
the fire ſeems ro b=- changed into che natare 1 of 
itz -.,we a6 then; mare: contarmed and changed into! 
the likeneſs 'o&:Chrift: ::1 All che comforts. that we: 
have in this life, we injoy\in Gods abſence, and by the 
Miniſtry.af: the creatures 3: now. the creatures arenov' 
vellels, capacious enaugh to.convey fo. mucliof God: 

BY to 


\ 


22 The bleſſed eſtate of them 

tous , 28 weſhall receive when he # all in all imme- 
dlately. 1 Cor.15,24, There is no Temple, nor Ordi- 
wances; bur. God is inſtead of all without means or 
the intervention of ſach ſupplies; - we feed among the 
Lillyes, bat icis but till the day break and the ſhadows 
flye away. 

- 3 Inowr company we mult be bleſſed; there is God 
and Chriſt and*iSaints and Angels, Heb. 12.26. we 
ſhall ſee God in Chrift'; The bodily eye, that cannot 
look upon the Sun, ſhall be perfe&ly ſancifycd, glo-- 
rifyed, though it cannot ſee the eſſence ot - God, yet 
It ſhall ſee greater manifeſtations of Glory : How will 
the father welcom us, as he welcomed Chriſt, Pſal, 2. 
8s Askof meand Iwillgivethee,&c. So, well done 
good and faithful ſervant , we ſhall not come into his 
preſence with ſhame ; ſiz cauſeth ſhame, and maketh 
us thye of . God ;, as the eye cannot endure the lighrif 
it be wronged; ſo wronged Conſcience makes us a- 
fraid of the preſenceof God : but when ſin is done 
away, we ſhall have boldneſs in that day : As we (hall 
have the company of God, ſo of Chriſt, ke cannot be 
contented without your company , you ſhould not be 
ſatisfyed without his, Foh.14 3. 1will come again and 
receive you to my ſelf , that where I am, you may be al- 
Jo. Oh what ajoyful meeting will it be between us 
and our Redeemer ,\\much (ſweeter then the interview! 
between \F4ao0b and Foſeph, Chriſt longs for the 
bleſſed hour as much as you do : 7he wiſe men came 
from fartoſee himin a manger; Zachews climed up 
into a:Treeroſeehim in the days of his fleſh: he'is a- 
nother manner of -Chrit in heaven, then he was'in the 
days of - his abaſement.. When Foſeph diſcovered 
himſelf to his brethren, 1 a» Foſeph , ir revived their 
hearts :: when Chriſt ſhall ay, 7 492 Feſws , your bye 
@? ther, 
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ther; your Savior ; your Redeemer; when he ſhall 
tead us toGod in afull troop and goodly company, and 
fay, Behold I and the little ones, which thou haſt given 


_ "one, Heb. 2.13; Whar 2 bleſſed fight will chat be ! 


Then the Angels, what welcom will there be between 
you and them; when Chriſt entered into heaven, 
Pſal.24. they entertained him wich applauſes and ac- 
clamationsz ſfand opey you doors, ſtand open, here is 
the King of glory, the Lord ſtrong and mighty in bat= 
tail, So will they welcom the Saints to heaven with 
acclamations. They dckght in the good of men; 
when man was created, the morning ſtars ſang together 
and the ſons of God ſhouted for joy, Job 38.7. that is the 
Angels rejoyced and praiſed -God : when- Chriſt came 
to Redeem man, an heavenly hoaſt fell a praiſing of 
God, Luke 2.13,14. When man is converted , the 
Scripture tells, there # joy in heaven, Luke 15.7. 
So when we come to be glorityed , Chriſt ſhall come 
with troops of them to. coaduct us into thoſe everia» 
ſting Manſions. The Saints ; your acquaintance,with 
whom you prayed, ſuffered famil:arly converſed, me- 
mory is not aboliſhed in heaven , but perfeed; thoſe 
whom we knew hcre, we ſhall knowagan, A Miniſter 
ſhall ſee 4s Crows and the fru.tof his Iabours, 17Theſ- 
2. 19, you are our crown, &c. And thoſe that have 
been relicved by us, ſhall wellcom us into heaven, who 
therefore are ſaid to receive ws into everlaſting habita= 
tions, Luke 16 9. Yea, weſhall know thoſe, whom 


+. we never ſaw ; why elſes it made a part of our privi- 


ledge to ſit down with Abraham , and Iſaac, and 
Facob? Mat.8.11: As Adam knew Eve, and'in the 


 transfiguration Peter knew. Moſes and Elias, dead ma- 
-ny hundred yeers before ; ſoſhall we know one ano- 
:ther., we ſhall not goto 4 ſtrange prople., where we: 
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know tio body : As men at a Feaſt are ſocial and fa- 
miliar one with another; we ſhall be diſconrſing of 
Gods wiſdom, mercy, juſtice in the work of Redemp- 
tion : So did Moſes and E {as with Chrift, Luke 9.31, 
of the wonderfl Providenceof God in conducting us 
toglory ; as travellers in their Inn take pleaſure to 
diſcourſe with one another of the dyrtineſs and dan- 
gersof the way. And theſe Sainrs are cloathed with 
Majeſty and Glory, more lovely objedts then ever they 
were upon earth :and there is an innumerable company 
of them; they were rapt for joy when they 
ſaw but :wo Prophets, Moſes and Elias, Mat.17.4. 
bucheaven is not onely called 4 Palace , butaCity, a 
world to come ; thereis a multitude which none can 
number. 
3 Wheace itis that they who dye in the Lord 
are ſure to be thus bleſſed: 
1 From their union with Chiiſt 
2 Fromthe Covenant of God with them. 

Firſt, From their union with Chriſt, which can never 
be diſlolved , death ſevereth body and ſou/, but not 
Chriſt and the ſoul. From this un'on there reſule two 
things, CO with Chriſt inevery eſtate, and the 
Communion of the Spirit, both which do imply the 
bleſſedneſs of the Saints, even after death. They 
that are united with Chriſt do ſhare with him in every 
eſtatez in grace here and i» glory hereafter; as to 
both , they are predeſtinated to be conformed to the i- 
mage of Chriſt: Rom. 8. 29, And where the Spiric 
once dwelleth, there he dwelleth for ever ; and there, 
fore from the indwelling of the Spirit of holineſs doth 
the Apoſtle infer our RefurreRion to a gloriouseſtate, 
Nom). 8. 11. And that loſing nothing which Chriſt 

"ſpeaketh of, 704.6. 39, Iwould interpret of his.not 
| loſing 
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loling one memberor joynt of his myſtical body; *' 
.: Secondly, From the Covenant of God with them, 
Chriſt proves the Reſurre&ion from Gods being the 
God of Abraham, Tſaar, amt{Facob,Mati22.32, the At-' 
nent ſtands upon three feer. 1 T9 be 4''God'to! 
oument upon three feer, 1 T6 be 4''C 
any is to be 4 bexefador , for the tenorof the Cove- 
nant on Gods part is, 1 will be thy God, as on our part, 
you ſhall be my people. 2 That God would bean e- 
veriaſting benefactor, it implyes' an erermil communt- 
cation ot' grace and glory; 'as Chriſt proves! fron 
Ex0oa.3.6. that God aſſumed this Title after their 
death. 3. This Covenant was made with the whole 
man;not onely with the" ſoul bij 4he body, - and'there- 
fore they bore the mark and the' ſion of it; which'was 
Circumciſion, in theit bodies.” And'tn: Heb. 11.16, 
the-Apoſtle faith thar-becauſe God had a heavenly in- 
heritance to beſtow upon thePatriarchs', therefore he 
4s not 4fhamed t6 be called their'G od? implying thatif 
they. had no other reward theti whit they iihjoyed in' 
the preſenc life, God could not with hShor { ſich was 
the ſlenderneſs and contemptibleneſs of their preſent 
condition). 'have'owned ſuch a glorious Ticleand Ap- 
pellarion, as to be called the-God of - Abrahams, "What 
rieeds” further” argding * : the phraſe irſelf- tmaports 
what we aſſert, When God promiſeth to be 4God #8 
any ke maketh over his whole'ſelf, his erernicy and in- 
finiteneſs for their comfort and uſe;andſo ineffetaich 
charhe:wil bean Ever laſtingbenefaoriito their whole 
perſons in the way of an indnire power,” EV 


=. ;:Let us nowapplyall i rt 
\.z\piBecauſeths privitedee is expreſt with ©/imiite+ 
420u\\;.it informevhins\ that*cho wicked arvexdluded, 
'they: muſt expet a Ts ;'as they _- 
, ; $02 
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dye intherLordare;in,n blefſgd; ſealbothers ina ewifed 
copdition, tis a ſweet: cloſe when the body.and foul 
parr, but God and 7 he ſox! meet;3 wheniConſcience ſhall 
begpine ar compyrgetert and. beat us: witneſs thatiwe 
haye ſpent our gmepwell;-in fearing Gad'and obeying 
God, then, may. #he body and foul takeleave of :one a- 
nother, with an expectation to'meetagain in Glory, 
Byx.it is! a.ſad parting when Conſcience falls a raving, 
andthe body.and the ſoul agen qneanether 3 Ithebos 
dy accuſeth-therſoul, agan {{gui4e., and the ſoul the 
body as an wnready ' inſtrument. And at theday of 
their death, which! isthe time of {eparation, they curſe 
the day of their birth, which\was thecime of: 4hefrſt 
#niopberween' themborh, when they ſhall with that 
they had been ſtifled in the wamb, and had neverſeen 
the light, rather then:to have lived rogether in-ſacha 
faſhion, and ta part in ſach/manner; - Now this many 
tives is. che caſe of - wicked\menar! their doarty; death 
gometh to them as a dayble evih, a5 anwnoral evil, ftris 
king the body and diſfolving the-confederacy and uni- 
— - = the ſoul;-.andas a _— ot: the 
car fe of the fo ſb-Covenans, wounding: theiConſcience 
andyeviving\their bondage-and fthrs of axworſe judpe« 
ment to enſhe;; *And:then though: Phyfrfans and 214 
z#iſfters be ſent for, they may both-prove of no: value 
either to prevent the diſſolution; or to.givecaſe to the 
Conſcience.) -:: i: Þ x 92 Reo 09131151 
-\-3{-Ir-prefſeqlt-us to-praevideforthis hour, that: when 
we come todye-wemay.djetuthe Lord Ger an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt that you may dye in the Lord as #9 your 
eftate. Security will not hold:ont:;:when you lanch 
mto.the.ocher world; a wicked man comes to. himſelf 
wheobe comes.todye. At bis letter end: he ſhall be a 
Foul, Jet. 17,21; he was ever afool; bur then: be _ 
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be onein the convittion and acknowledeemint of his 
.own Con ſcience,” higown heart will make him ery-ouc, 
Oh fool, mad» man, that Twas tobecomented with'futh 
flight evilences for Eternity, You Rethonir 8 g00d 
to be upon ſure rerms,and to get our union with Chriſt 
ſo cleer and ſenfible , that when we walk inthe valley 
of the ſhadow of death we may not be afraid, Pfal.23. 
As to the frame of your hearts, it is harder matter ta. 
dyewell then youare aware of, if you wonld dye wey, 
tive well, otherwiſe you do but provide matter of diſ- 
pair and ſorroxy for your latter end. It 1s every ones 
wiſh,” 0h that Imight dye the death of - the yiehteoia ! 
Numb.23, but ir is not every ones happinels.' '' 
. - If you would dye irithe Lord, you had necd to have 
Promiſes ready and your faith well — that you 
may have good proof of it befote it comes to ſtead you 
in death; -- In -bello- wor Hices bis peccare.: AS in war 
{ in death . there is no etring twice, then ou arc to 
throw your laſt caſt for everlaſting woe or. weale; ro 
do thar which you never did before; you had needof 
armoenr of -proof 5 t6 deal with the: laft enemy, How 
fooliſhly do they deal that defer allro this hour, & are 
then to gerfaith when they (ſhould reduce it iatopra- 
Rtice*Paithvis a Grace wrought by degrecs.to —_ 
and perfe@ion ; -now to: pur it to the hardeſt tryal at 
Gr is-abſurd and irtational.- You ſhould have yqur E- 
vidences deer; yout promiſes ready; your experiences 
at ham), that yo rhay-be able to comfort your falves, 
and too plead for:God;and' to ſpeak to the ftanders-by 
of ithe long proof you Have had of his being # good 
Maſtor,jang# grarious farhero your Horrisit then'® 
Are altchings fer ae rights between God and your 
ſouls : Have you laid up'comforts fox this great day 
of cxpcnce4- Is your.dyingtpeech ready ? Are you 
= | a. provided 
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then Chriſt; in.this ſenſe you renounced farher, 
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and mother, brothers and ſiſters, wife and children aud 
friends, when you were firſt acquainted with him, Ic 
was the language of -your ſouls then, whom have 1 in 
heaven but thee ? . and there ts none on earth that Ede- 
fire beſides thee, Pſal. 73. 25. Did you difſemble 
then? Cr have you found cauſe fince to retreat and 
begrudge your affeRions to him ? Chriſt puts you to 
the tryal when-fickneſs comes ,: he hath-fent his wag- 
gonSTto fee if you will ſtand royour word, Is it the 

 terribleneſs of the paſſage * doth nature grudge at 
the thought of a diſſolution? where is your faith * 
death is.yours 1 Cor. 3418. Your friend, your advan- 
tage; Chriſt bach affured you of it; will you truſt his 
word ? -yow-love himlittle when you-have no confi- 
dence in what: he faith; Or'is it contempt of things 
zocome ? Then why. is all this coſt? why came 

Chriſt to lay-down his ſoul to purchaſe that which you 
care not for:? what needs all this waſte ?- Chriſtians 
hear for the time tocome,, we know not how ſoon 
we may be fent for, and put to the tryal,. it is good to 
be reſolved, that wemay ſay the ſoonerthe'better: 

.-; ; Let this comfort us concerning our friends, that 
dye inthe Lord.” t Theſſ, 4.18: Comfort one ' another 
with theſe words. This is proper , Chriſtian, Scrip- 
ture comfort. Heathens to comfort one another, 
canonely ſay-that death is the common paſſage our of 
this world., that all, that are: born: muſt dye. - But 

Chriſtians can comfort one another upon better: terms 
that they that ſleep in Feſus arebleſſed , and ſhall we 
whine at their prcterment £ that: we ſhall all meet a- 
gin in.the other world; that a day will come when 
the Captain of. our Salvation willhave hi great ren- 
deXvou7 , and the head of the Church call all the 

- Saints into one. Congregstion ; Plal.1.5. and the _ 

OCE. 
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flock ſhall follow rhe great ſhepherd of the ſheep inty 
their everlaſting fold, triumphing and ſaying;0h dexwth 
wheres thy Ping 2. Oh grave wheres thy withory'? 
Theſe ate comforts proper for Chriſtians; eſpecially 
for Mi#dſters that are mefleagers of comfort to others 
that have- more frequent advantages of meditation 
upon thoſe priviledges then others have.  . Shall we 
murmux ? and yicld toſinkings of heart when God 
hath mate a breach upon our relations? how will this 
diſparage our DoArine, and make others fuſpe the 
comforts which wereach forth ro them upon like oc- 
 cafions ? Thy,words have upholaew hin that was fal- 
ling, and thou haſt ſtrengthened the feeble knees ; but 
220w it i come upon thee andl thou fainteſt ; it tonch= 
eth thee and thow art troubled, Job 4.4,5. ws 
To comfort others and faint our ſelves, 1s to briug 
a diſcredit - upon what we propound'to them. - -Re- 
member the'glory:of God is concerned inyour beha- 
viour under thistryal,and the honor of yourMiniſtry. 
Let your Chiiſtian friends know thereis a reality ua 
what you have held forth: for their ſupport in-like 
caſe. Let them fee you make it your care to pradtiſe 
your own Doctrine: We are ſer forth for ſignes. 
Gods eys and mens are upon us; do worthily and 
. Its.true, Godcomes-neer when he ſepatates thoke 
that are {0 nicer and dear: one to another; and we 
ought to lay it:to heart s but that wherin you arehke 
to err ,': is.1n tob-much forrow and dejetion of ſpirit ; 
which may beyoor wiſdorh to labour to prevent \, as 
being ſeemly for a-Chriftian and a Preacher, to-(hew 
his-moderation- -.. We fande that 4b-abam mourned 
for Sarah; andihe hadgrear canlſe fo todo.,, for the 
EE OT AY coves 
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andrrronbles; ſhewas yery-pledlingin his eye, ,ia re- 
gard of her! beauty; ſhe brought -him a'child in his 
old age, theſon of the promile ; ſhe.is honored in 
Scripture: above all other women of her-age;:the 
tine how'long ſhelived is ſer down, which isnot done 
for any other woman. At her death” Abrahams 
mourns ;: bur very moderately ; he weptfor her; bur 
wefinde no exceſs in the meaſure! or in the tyne of his 
erief; and he! is:a good'patrern; ' [Davide wreps for 
thedeath of! his child while it was alive; for he fear- 
edit would dye ; -and the: thing he feared cameupon 
him : but when they thought chat upon. the death of 
his child his reats-would have riſen toa flood, it'was 
faddenly a low ebb;"und he gives herein inſtruction to 
all: mournets,andro you, teachingiyou to ſay wherefore 
ſhonld I now faſt and weep any longer * Tcannot bring 
her back again: - goto her, but ſhe ſhalſFtturn to 
-2e; and plainly aſterts that none ſhould mourn more 
then they can give a good reaſon for, why ſhould I now 
mourn? you know its no other then we ought dayly 
to expe and look for here below, viciflitudes name- 
ly and changes. And you will ſoon meer her again in 
heaven, where ( as I conceive with 4»ſ##») the ſhall 
be Notiſsima tibi, And in the mean time, in your in» 
joying Chrift you injoy her ſtill in hims And all the 
helps, advantages, ſweetneſles, counſels, conſolations 
ſatisfaRions, defences,carings.cordials, contentments, 
whatever was lovely in her, whatever you loved her 
for, you ſtill injoy in him, cither by the adminiſtrati- 
on of other mediums, or immediately from himſelf g 
and-what comes from God immediately , is much 
ſweeter. You have cauſe rather to be thankful you 
enjoyed her ſo long , then ſorrowful you-can on earth 
enjoy her no longer. 1 know not whether her Re- 
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ligion, worth and holineſs will ſerve 'more'to-4gere? 
wate your loſs,or to allay your ſorrew.*Tis (ad to think 
you have loſt ſuch a loving, humble, godly and meet 
companion. But remember that #eca»ſe ſhe was 
fuch an one, you have:thie more confidence 'that ſhe is 
bleſſed, and 1s gone from you to better company ; e= 
vento the company of Saints free from all fin, and all 
ſorrow ; full of holineſs and happineſs , of Angels 

too, of Jeſus Chriſt roo the-King of Saints, the 
Lord of Angels, hethat ſo loved us; | hethat did ſo 
much, ſuffered ſo much for us ; he whom the fathers 
before his incarnation ſo longed to fee ; he-whom e-.. 
very believing ſoul ſo pants and breaths afcer. Which: 
thac-it -may the. more ſenfibly-appear , I ſhall here 
_ occaſion to ſubjoyn-;her juſt and: truc Cha- 
racer. 
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The CharaQerof Miſtreſs Fave Blackwel. 


He wasa Gentlewoman born, of the houſe of the 
\ Wintringhams, a family of eminency and note in Tork- 
fbire , Educated and trained up from her childhood, 
till married, under Dr. Chaderton, Maſter of Emannel Col- 
ledge in Cambridge, that famons;godly man , and her neer 
Kinſman ; by reaſon whercof ſhe was even in her yonger 
yeers ſo-grounded in knowledge, ſeafon'd w.th Grace, and 
accompliſh'd with abiliments and endowments every way, 
that ſhe was a-moſt rare and incomparable companion for a 
Miniſter. | * BY | 
Some things there were, wherein ſhe was exceeding ex- 
emplary.” As the was a woman of a marvellous humble ſpi- 
rit s That all who knew her and converſed with hr, admi- 
red in her; and it was abundantly evident and apparent-in: 
her countcnance, ſpeeches, geſtures;apparel.,and every way. 
_ A ſimple, ſingle, plain-hearted woman. An 1ſraelite iw- 
deed, in whom there was no guile, 

_ A merciful, pitiful, charicable woman. Open hearted, 
open-handed too,to her: power; yea,and beyond her powers. 
fpared it from her own back and belly to cloath and feed 
others ; gladly embraced occafſtons when offered , yea,gree- 
dily ſought out occaſions, Her love was not verbal onely, 
ſuch. as that Fames ſpeaks of, Go and be cloathrd, go and be 
warmed, &c. But real, ſhe refreſhed the bowels of many. The 
bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh came upon her, and 
ſhe made the widows heart to ſing for joy. When the Cots 
' were ſhut" up and ſtarved by thouſands at Weſtminſter, ſhe 
very frequently vitized chem, and mimſtred to them, Ye3, 
bought divers of them with her own mony, gracious good 
men, whom ſhe fed and cloahed , and diſpoſed of into: 
families.and ways wherein they live cothis day very com- 
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fortably. When the Scotch Miniſters and'others were un- 
der reftraint in-the Tower , ſhe was wot aſhamed of their 
chain, but diligently ſowght them out , as ſoon as ſhe heard 
-of them,; and was all the time of their long- confinement a 
.preat ſupport-and comfort to them 3 ' ſhe had nor onely 
Jearned the Heathens leflon to [ay #p , but the Chriſtians 
lefſon too, to lay out according as the neceſlities of the poor 
members of Jeſus Chriſt called for it.. 

A true Mourner. One that laid to heart and was affected, 
deeply affected with the ſins and abominations of the times; 
with the miſeries likewiſe and diſtreſles of the Church and 
peopleof God, made the C hurches ſorrows her own ſor= 
rows ; had bowels of compaſſion in her to lament and ' 
mourn overthe af: Qed condition of the Church , as if it 
were her own- condition. Remembred them in bonds, as 
bound with them, and them that ſuffered adverſity, as being 
her ſelf alſo im the body. The heart breaking miſeries of poor 
Scotland, broke her heart. She could not ſpeak of them 
without many.tears. | 

A fixcd, eſtabliſhed, grounded Chr.ftian : Not like thoſe 
the:Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Epheſ.q4. 14. That were x2uNn- 
Copert x9 meexprespmerer, like Clouds in the Air, or like 
Ships on the Sea ,: toſs'd and hurried up and dowa with e- 
very wind and wave, driven to and fro, this way and that 
way ; bur 1:ke a houſe built upon a Rock, like a tree firmly 
rooted, a fixed Star z no wandring Star ( wandring from 
one opinion. to another, and from one way to another, but 
afixed Star) kept to her old Principles, and to her o'd 
praQiſes , the good old way , the way that the- Patriarch 
and th: Prophets, and the Apoſtles, - arid the holy mex and 
women in the old time (1 Pet. 3.5.) went to Heaven in, 
the way of ſan&fying Gods Sabbaths, the way of fre- 
quecting publique Ord.nances, the way of performing Fa- 
mily and Cloſet-duties, the way of reading the Scriptures, 
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Meditation, Self-examination, <&'c. And for the Sacrament 

.of the Lords Supper, ſhe received it conſtantly, as ofc as 
it was adminiſtred in the Congregation whereof ſhe was ; 
never mifs'd once. 

One that filled up her relations to the very utmoſt that 
it is almoſt poſſible to do. One that did abound in love to 
God.,to his Ways,Ordinances, Truths, People. Hereby ſhall 
all men know that you are we Liſciples, if you love one an« 
other, Gays Chrift, And this Evidence ſhe had in v fible 
CharaQers , wherever ſhe ſaw Aliquod Chriſti, as Luther 
ſpeaks, there her love was fixed; were it in Rags, or 
Robes; poor, or rich, all one for that, All that were dear 
to-God, were dear to her ſoul. 

No wanderer from houſe to houfe , and idle ſquanſerer 
away of her precious time, in complemental viſits. Had 
learned to keep at bome; and that's the duty, the wiſdom, 
the honor too ofa woman. Sarah was found in her Tent 
fill ; and Fael in her Tent. 

This I mention , Becauſe ſhe was much blamed by many 
for nor going to Chriſtenings and Burials, &c. as if ſhe did 
it out of Pride and Self-concettedneſs, and contempt and 
diſdain of others, or out of a ſullen retiredneſs and affected 
privacy z whereas the did it out ot meer conſcienciouſneſs 
of her duty. And ſhe had many reaſons why the did ir, as 
partly becauſe her eldeſt daughter dying in Child-bed, ſhe 
and her child; both, about eight yeers ſince,the found thar 
ſuch meetings renewed upon her afreſh the remembrance of 
that very greatloſs. Partly becauſe ſhe ſaw. ſo much gal- 
lantry and-bravery in apparel,7c. at ſuch meetings, as did 
not a little trouble her, But elpecally becauſe ſhe ſaw ir. to 
be ſo much a waſter of much precious time , which ſhe 
knew how to make a better improvement of. 

What ſhall I ay? In a word, ſhe was a pattern of 
Mortification ; of Self-denyal 3 of contempt of the world ; 
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GE The bleſſed eftate of them 
of ftriQneſs and holineſs, and cloſe walking with God, both 
in her general and particular calling, roall that were about 
her while ſhe lived. - | | 
Andin the time of her ſickneſs — & patient, ſo con- 
-tented., ſo willing tobe at Gods diſpoſe either for life or 
, deaths fo fearful leſt chere ſhonld be ſo much as in her heare, 
ay the leaſt rifings againſt Gods diſpenſations ; ſo fall of 
{weet, holy, heavenly.inftru@ions, exhortations, connſels 
to her husband; to her children , to her friends , her lips 
were like a Well of Life, feeding many, as Solomon ſpeaks, 
dropping like a Hony-comb. ES 
E might enlarge. But ſhall conclude all with that of 
our Saviour (Foh# 14.28.) when his diſciples fate blubber- 
ing, and weeping, and taking on, b:cauſe he had rold them 
he. muſt now leave them in regard of his bodily preſence - 
and goto Heaven, go to his fmher, If youloved me (faith 
he) if you loved me, you wenld:rejoyre, becauſe I voto the 
father. Oh how well it wereif you could do fo ! - And 
do ! You fay you loved her, ſhewit , and ſhew it inthis 
,way., ſhew.itm rejoycing: rather then in mourning, Inre- 
o;cing/ in-her. gain , Xather then 1n-momning in your:own 
Joſs: ' 1ts trac thelofsis:great. ' The Family, the Ciry, the 
Nation, the whole World indeed bas a loſs : Good Men 
and: good: Womens ſuch as have animereſt in God, and 
a heart toimptove that intereſt, as they are a publike goo: 
whilft-they live, ſo: their 1ofs is a pablike loſs when they 
dye.” And in that refp:& you have cauſe to mourn, Bur 
o1h:rwiſe, in regard of her, no cauſe at all, but rather to-re- | 
zayce. For why ? Thou-'h ſhe is dead, ſhe & dead in the 
__ bod. Aniths blified condition we have” been ſpeakinp 
of alixhis whi'e, i 15 undoubtedly her condition, 
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